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1. Name of Property

historic name: Newport National Historic Landmark District

other name/site number:

2. Location

street & number: Roughly bounded by Kingston, Bellevue, Pope, Thames, Bridge,
Newport Harbor, and Van Zandt

not for publication: _N/A

city/town: Newport vicinity: _N/A

state: _RI county: Newport code: _005 Zip code: 02840

3. Classification

A —

P

Ownership of Property: private, public-local, public-state, public-federal

Category of Property: _District

Number of Resources within Property:

Contributing Nonco?:tributing

1319 135  buildings
12 7  sites
1 O structures
a 0  obiects
1332 142 Total i

Number of contributing resources prevfously listed in the National Register: N/A

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A
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4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this
X . nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part

60. In my opinion, the property _X  meets does not meet the National Register Criteria.

See continuation sheet.
ﬂm/ P i (0 10,1975~
Signature of cerfifying official Datg/ -

State or Federal agency and burean .

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
See continuation sheet,

Signature of commenting or other official . Date

State or Federal agency and bureaun

5. National Park Service Certification

I hereby ccx;tify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the

National Register
See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the

National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

6. Function or Use
Historic: DOMESTIC . Sub: single dwelling

COMMERCE : business

GOVERNMENT government office
Current: DOMESTIC : Sub: sindle dwelling

COMMERCE . business

GOVERNMENT ) government office
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7. Description

Architectural Classiflcation:

COLONIAIL-Ceorgian
EARLY REPUBLIC-Federal
MID-19TH CENTURY

Other Description:
- Materlals: foundation STONE, BRICK roof ASPHALT, STONE
walls BOOD, BRICK other

Describe prasent and historic physleal appearance.

X_ See continuation sheet.

8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: nationally

Applicable Natlonal Register Critetla: _A, C

Criteria Considerations {(Exceptlons):

Areas of Significance: ARCHITECTURE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
EXPILORATION/SETTLEMENT RELIGION
MARITIME HISTORY SOCIAI, HISTORY

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
COMMUNITY PLANNING

Period(s) of Significance; 1639-1942

Significant Dates: 1680-=1770 1840-1940

Significant Person(s):

Cultural Affiliation:

Architect/Bullder:

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance
noted above.

X_ See continuation sheet.
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8. Major Bibliographical References

X Ses continuation sheet.
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
previously listed In the National Register

. previously determined-eligible by the National Register:

+¥7 designated a National Historic Landmark -

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record - #

||

| s

Primary Location of Additional Data:.

State historic preservation office
Other state agency

Federal agency

Local government
University

Other -- Specify Reposltory:

10. Gaographlcal Data

Acreage of Property:

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
A B
Cc D

Ve
X See continuation shest.

Verbal Boundary Description: %’ See continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification: X See continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By

Narme/Title: Virginia:-Adams

Organization: The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc. Date:

Aven: ' Coa
Strest & Number: 210 Lonsdale venEue Telephone: 401-728-8780

, Pawtucket, RI . RT 02860
City or Town: ! State: ZIP:
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Doundaries of the Hishoric District: ZHouses on both sides of and located within
~ the area enclosed by tﬂe following streeis: " Begimning &t the junction of
,uhame% end Bridge Strests, west on Bridge 5t. o Second 3t., chtﬁ {lefis) on
. Second Streed to Marsh Sﬁ‘, wash (right) on March St, to Washingten Strest,
ncrth {r:gnu, on ﬁgahﬁr"*on 5%, Lo Chestnut S5.; east {“lﬁuv) on Chestnus -
- Street to Third St., scuth (right).on Third St. to Walnut St., west (lafi)
+

on Yalnut St. to Farewell St., southeast (right) on Parewell Street to
Warner St., northdast (left) on Warner Street to Kingéton Ave., soubhes
‘(Ilghu) on Kingeton fve. to West Preadway, southwest {right) on dest Sroadway
%0 Gak Street, left (southeast) on Oak Sireet to ﬁrcadwaJ, scuthwest {fight)
on Broadway t o Bull Street, left -(southeast) on Bull Sireet t¢ Mt. Vernon 5%
right \s?uuuhCSb) oa M. Vernon 5t. to Touro St., left (southeast) on Toure
o Bellevue Ave.. south {right) on Rellevue ive, to dﬂlllam 8%.., west et
on Wiliiam S%,.tc Thomas St. and CGolden Hill, south {left) on Thomds St. and
r

(

f.‘r'

111 42 Spring $t., south ﬁle"* on Spring Sb. to Pove St., west {right)
r Sopo St. to Thames 8t., and north (“1"ﬂu} on Thames S, (auouu one mile) to
its junctieon with Fridge SU., the veginning point. - )

- Jau,»rf's numercue Georglan struc furas lavish 1 1llu
1id-i8tn century architcobural history of one of the colonies’
2ecause 0F the work of Richard iunday, master carpenter, end o
the wost distinguishned and brilliant of the colonial architects, Newpois

Georgiin pulslic pulldings renk ameng the mest advanced agnd academic in. style

of thocue erented in the f'olcz:n‘es'c?.ar"p-v tke 18th century. Newporb's wnigue - .
___architesburel character as a colornial =iy, however, iies mot ondy in ive -, -
8, SIELICTRAPRICAL RE EAFICES (Gire best spurcen; pive Joen ’Ivm of mar.v:-crfplx codrazey »r‘.:) : {‘:' st inued }

a. HEPORT§ AND STUDIES (Menizan bt reparte and vudics, ax, NP8 siudy, ITAHS, ety

Historie American Bullding Survey: : -
16, FROTOGRAPHS * P15, CONDITION | 12 PRESENT USE (3fuseum, ko, de.)

A
N i t, f‘ R s .
ATTACHED: ”“BT‘J»-JJ varied Stores and’resideacs

73

;
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1.

This shest is t6 be used for giving additional information or c'umn*entg foA more epece for- eny item on the
g 4

_regulst form, end for recording pertinent date from future st'zdxcs visitations, ste. -Be brief, but use’as maby

Supplament Shests as | DECCSSAF. When itoms are, concmuea they shouwid be' listed, if pos:ible, i in Ruinericel mder
of the items, All information given should. ba. eaaw by tae m«:m oumber, its name, end.the word gcont’d),
8. Description end Importance {cout’d) ... : _ Page 2. s '

N -

TEERATIR I

STATE

HAWE(S} OF SIVE

Fhoede., Tsland: - © Newport :L:s%on\. Dls ard ct PR

7. Contimusd: L S

fine public bulld;.p 15 and mansions of the. wealthy mer\.hantg but zlco in the

row-on~rov ¢f small .L8 h century dwellings sand shops thaa s»zl”‘ largeh o

occupy the old part of the city.

Fes port was founded in I‘Tad’ 1639 by a smﬂl band of men; under
the leadership of John Clarke and Willianm f‘oddlng’uon, from Mazsachusetts.

Farly industries were farming, fishing, end shipbuilding. By 1680 Newport,

had bzceme a thriving seaport tom of somé 4CO houses and & largO-bcele

trade with the middle and soubhern Colonies, the West Indies, and Furope.
~ =kt the vegianing of the 18ih cenbury Rhode Island was more concerned thsza-
any cther Colony with the African q_’mvn trade, and FNewport guickliy became

the chief Fnode Island slave center. Many fortvnes were amassed in the

slave trade. Fifty or 'sixty Newport vessels were engaged in this traflfic,

nml ’Ulel.“’ owvners were among the leading merchanits of the eity.

"By 1761 Newport hed 888 awelling houses gnd L35 warehouses and

stores. Hewport's era of greatest prosperity was from 1ThC to 1775, and
its numerous surviving hisbtoric structures ‘arbelu date from these- {;ol:'len

years. -, -

"H.'a vrilliant ouulook however 5 vas compl‘etel;f undermined by
the oubtbresk. of the Revolution.: 0'1 December d 17"(’@ the Briti sh army,
under General Fenrj Cli rr‘l.ou. OCCLJUlCd Hewport and retainzd possession
until Qetover 25 ,- 1T76) The c“"‘"" nopulation declined from 9,209 in 177

Lo 5,229 by 1776 ond continued to. de»r ase, By 1784 it ﬂrrc.mued to onu

4,000, Under the pressure of thé American bj Lockade,, rouse after house was.

'uorn down by *the Pritish to meet the need Tor Tires rcod, undil some 480 rtuild-

ings of various kiunds were destroyed. ' fmerican troops recacy plPC}. Hewport
on Dcicher 26 1779, The French army arrlved at Newport on“July ’fO 178G

and rorra:r.ned. theve rmcli June J(’t’»l - R S e

With the ccvr:mg of .peace, Hewport's former trade falled to v

and nob until the first decade of “he lf) h century. did the cisy blowly

to recover  from. 1‘1‘1’3 effects of the Revolubion. This : revival was checked
the city went into anobher decliné as a ecul‘r of uh—"rﬂﬁbﬁ""[_‘o Am;u of 1‘3
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This sheet is %o ba ueed for giving additioasl inférmation or comments, fm‘ more epees for &n7, iter. of tt‘n_
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of 'form, and for recording pertinent date from future studies, visitations,. e*c. B brief, butiuze e oiiay

ShyDiGIﬂb')‘ $hests ds necessary. When items are scatinued f’iay should 'be listed, if pesstbla, in nurcericel orés:‘ :
. of the itemns. Al information given shou&d ba haadea ‘Dv the itern number. g neme, and thc word (ccnt’d\ 3,

")aav.nptzou gad hr.p riancs {cont'd) .

Pege 3.

STLIE

HAME(S) OF SITE

" avershadowed by the many fine pre-Revolutionary hcuses. .'Tns 1900 historic
- structures are largely concentrated near the waterfront and situated vithin

&’wﬁe Ié;lané. - Newport Histouric mst'rlct

-

. Conti mads

and 1809, and the War of 1812, From 1815 to 1828 Hewport, remsined in a
state of suspended animation .and it was not until the 1830's that the city
again tegan to prosrer. This time its growth was as a summer resort and
not as a pori.. -

Condition o : ‘
Néupor"" s-history-~the era of great prosperity. from 1740 Lo 1775, .
and the two great denressmns of 1775 to 1800 snd 1815 to 1830, are r*lf‘a*’lv
visible in . the city's surv:wlng hist toric architecture,

Seventeenth century bt ng;b vas a town of some 400 houses, nearly
all built of wood and with only a handful constructed of snon mheqp '
structures vere all medieval in design and construction. lu of these
early houses, the largest number in any Rhode Island town, hava survived.
£11 of these, however, wera heavily remodeled or 1ncornorated as wihgs into
larger structures thai were.erected during the I8th century. The best

-preserved, although codnsiderably remodeled, of ’\Iewport’” LTth century ‘

structures is the Wanton-Lyman-? .azard House.

By the mid-18th cenbury, as a result of its great wealth; Newport
had rebuilt itself, changing from a medieval looking town of *'*eer ~pitchad
fcofs, turrets, and overhanging cornices to an urban' center of Georgian .
churches, public buildings, and houses. The new or remode).ed ouildings were
£till nearly all constructed of woed and as late as 1793 there were still

‘only six brick structurés in the towm, including the Prick Market and Cla’

State .House, N - . ,

There. were zbout 1,100 buzlalnw gtanding in Newport at the
beginning of the Reveol a‘cloz‘.a'ry Var. Of thece, at least 200 are still -
standing today.snd encther hundred, erccted between- 178k end 18L40.2na
illustrative of the Federel and Greex Revival styles, have'slso suxrvived,
Built during the depression years, these latter structuresg/sre largsly ~ |

do not serlously mar the genex al

18th "nntury Jimits of z:ne Lown, IEoderq structures in ux-_S c,,aea are fPew and
idstord a’.‘ setting. « - v L

-
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6. D&scz.puiun and Importance {cont’d) . . .

Page L.
ETATE . ) ’ © | KaNE@) oF siTE - S -
Rnod_.e.lslan& ) Theme XX Architecturs (Colonial) -
8. Cm*(:inue-i' :
Artoin ett Downlng and Vincent &. Scully, Jr., nhe rcmtcc bural
deritsge of I\Ie'vmo t Rdodm .Loland, 16401915 | f Revised, edition, New York, . .
1967): Hugh Morrison, parly American mc.nlmctare (’\Ien York, *952 S
Rhode Yslarnd, A Guide to bhe Smellest .State (Amencar‘. Culde berles) \Boston,
1837). : - ' . AT .. i
: ] B .
‘ i . .
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SEE INSTRUCTCONS INHOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
© TYPEALL ENTRIES.-- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIUNS )

HISTORIC < © Newpoi"_t Historic District S ‘
C s - . : . . - . . . i~
, AND/OR COMMON ] . ' ) . . 4
. Newport ! - '
FALOCATION
STREET & NUMBER . : L N .
' ' - : o A _.NOT £OR PUBLICATION
CiTY. TOWN - . ) ' T CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
. Newport - : _wvioNirvoF ’ 1st - -

STATE ~ CODE : COUNTY : CODE
Rhode Island 44 Newport : 005,
CLASSIFICATION '
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP ' " . STATUS . © 7 PHESENTUSE
X pisTRICT © PUBLIC . ) Xoccurieo __AGRICULTURE  XXMUSEUM
—BUILDINGISI | -PRIVATE - © . XUNOCCUPIED B X _COMMERCIAL . _.PARK
—STRUCTURE ‘ 3_;_30,_“ ‘ . XWORKIN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL - XXPRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT XXReuGious
~—OBJECT .—IN PROCESS ) Z.YES: RESTRICTED ° ~GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
——BEING CONSIDERED XYES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRISL -~ TRANSPORTATION
: T ND ' —MILITARY . _OTHER:
'EYOWNER OF PROPERTY _ .
NAME multlple {for 1nformat10n contact The Preservatlon Soc:nety of

Newport County] -

STREET & N!:’MBGR
- ‘Washington Square

CITY. TOWN . - LT . - STATE

Newport e VICINITY OF ' o . Rhode Island
EALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION - - . =~
 COURTHOUSE. Newport C:Lty Hall . ) ’
"} .+ 'REGISTAY OF DEEDS,ETC.

STREET & NUMBER
N g . - ° L3 N
- Washihgton Square . .
CITY, TOWN " . STATE

.. Newport ’ ) Rhode Island
REPRESEN TATIONIN EXISTING SURVEYS o
TITLE o HJ-StOTlC Amencan Bu:l.ldmgs Survey: see individual pfopértiesv
T DATE" - T ——rT - - - —
. multip'lé ST S N XXFEDERAL ’_STAPE L COUNTY *_LOCAL

BEFOSITQRY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS lerary of Congress/Annex . e
CITY. TOWN ' - T STATE

"Washlngton R a " D.C.
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&DESCRIPTION ~ 7

CONDITION . ' . . CHECK ONE ’ CHECK ONE .
;..sxceusm __DETERIORATED : —UNALTERED XXORIGINALSITE
XXGo00 ‘ —RUINS . : XXALTERED . —MOVED  'DATE
—FAIR ' ._UNEXPOSED -

. DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .

Although most of'NeWpdrt's distinguished buildings from the early period are

" from the eightcenth century there 'are still some important seventeenth-century

. houses, as well 4s many post colonial and Greek Revival structures which have
surv1ved Newport is also fortunate in ‘that nine early public buildings.remain.

The earliest, the Quaker Meeting House, dates from the seventeenth céntury. In
~the - elghteenth century, ‘six very fine buildings were constructed between 1726 -
and 1763. Three of them, Trinity Church and the Colony House, both national
historic landmarks, and the Sabbatarian Meeting House; now partially gone, are
connected with Richard Munday, an architect-builder who worked before 1740 The
other.three, Redwood Library- and Brick Market, both national historic landmarks,
and the Touro Synagogue, a national historic site, were built ten to twenty

_ years later by Peter Harrison, one of the' most famous and’ accompllshed of
America's early architects. St. Paul's Methodist Church on Marlborough Street
represents. the style of the early nineteenth century as does the Rhode Island
Union Bank, Built in 1818 and designed by the well known carpenter architect
and. wrlter of pattern books, Asher Benjamin.

Newport's unique character as a colonial town lies not only in its public:
buildings but in the many rows of small houses which survive throughout the old
~ part of the city. These give a coherént architectural background which forms
“a unified dlstrlct joining the publlc buildings and larger houses of the wealthy
merchants. o . A
There were about ‘eleven hundred bulldlngs standlng in Newport at the beglnnlng
of the Revolutionary War. - According to records about three hundred houses were
destroyed by .the British during their occupation. In 1950 over four hundred
. houses built before 1840 were still standing. Many of these were removed during
- the urban renewal project of the late 1960's along the’ ‘waterfront area, but’ the
majority of tHe Buildings outside this section Temain. Interest in the preserva-
- tion of these buildings had led to renewed act1v1ty in the restoration of the
old sectlon -of town. : :

Some one hundred old Houses have survived in the Point section alone. The
Jonathan Nichols~Hunter house ‘at 54. Washington Street, also a national historic -
landmark, the Thomas Robinson House at 64, the Captaln John. Warren House. at 62,
"as well as the Finch, Rivera, and Dennis houses were all built during the days
when Washlngton Street: was called Water Street, the Scene of much of Newport's
. shipping. Houses like the Hunter House once had wharves and shops adjoining as.
well as extensive gardens. The Captaln John Warren House, built shortly after
1736, is typlcal of the development of the area. The .house was originally two
stories with one chimney but was remodeled by Captain Warren by 1774, intd a
- ¢entral-hall house with two chimneys: It has a gambrel roof with excellent
- interior panelling and stairway. The fanllght door .was added between 1786 and
1822, and the house has been little- altered since this time. A similar develop-
.~ ment also occurred for the Hunter House: whlch.ls an: enlargement of an earller
~ structure. : S _n“ R .
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‘Historic¢ houses line the crooked old Shlpwrlghts Street now, called Brldge.
In 1800 twenty-one sea captains lived on Bridge Street where earlier Townsends -

" dnd Goddards lived and made their furniture.” Christopher and Job Townsend's
houses are both still standing.at Numbers 72 and 19. Number.25 Bridge Street,
built before 1727, was-enlarged and‘altéred sometime between -1736 and the
Revolution. It is now a two-story, hip-roofed, square house with a central
hallway- and two chimneys. The stairway has twisted balusters, and the parlors
have panelling which dates- back 'as far as 1730. The former doorway had a
pineapple-crowned pediment, a design encouraged by Newport's.trade with the
West Indies and found ‘on many- doors including the Colony House and the Hunter
House. The later two still remain but the one’at NumbBer 25 Brldge Street was

- replaced in 1800 with a pediment from Brlstol

Public and rellglous buildings as well as many flne ‘mansions and Small houses
are found in the central part of Newport as you move inland from the harbor.
Among these are the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House, and the Vernon House, both

. national historic landmarks, the Whitehorse Taven, Pitts Head Tavern and the
Jireh.Bull House, all typical of thie larger frame structures of the period..

.The Wanton-Layman Hazard House probably built around 1695 represents the
architectural transition from the seventeenth-century to the eighteenth century.
"While.it framing methods illustrate the construction of houses of the early
period, the elaboration of structural detail and ornamentation reflects the
.changes which began early in the eighteenth century and developed into Georgian
. design of mid-century. The Vernon House also began as an earlier structure
‘from the turn of the century. It was enlarged around 1760 into a formal
Georgian mansion of frame construction, rusticated and sanded to imitate ashlar
masonry with a wide classic doorway, modillioned and dentiled cornice and a low
hipped roof with a flat balustraded deck. The Whitehorse-and Pitt's Head
Taverns are very characteristic of the larger houses of Newport with their
‘gambrel roofs, plain pedimented doors.and clapboarded walls that rise from the
sidewall’s edger The Jireh Bull House is another example of thls ba51c style.-

Many nameless rows on old streets, built at the sidewalks edge, sometimes side
to the street or end to the street; some covered with gable roofs, some with
gambrel or gable-on-hip roofs, all frame.and clapboard construction and all
;contributing to the architectural cohesiveness of the district remain in large
numbers throughout the area. There are remarkably few modern intrusions in
the residential areas and in the pre-1830 business district. The most exten- -
sive modern intrusion is along-the redeveloped waterfront area. Although the
merits of the shops- and condominium apartments are a matter of debate, the new
construction at least-does not disrupt the scale of the area and blends in as

_1far as materials. used. - A new'.large motel was built on an island in the
mlddle of Newport Harbor, thus remOV1ng a potentlally adverse intrusion from

; '&a"-',-«*.;%-‘ P o L L

2, » Rk e
L S o s S P

v

e bt] -ol”"‘ > ""i"* ‘?w...ug “

?
. :‘imc.ﬂ%

adhs



" _ L ) e AN e
10-3002 . '
~78)° -
Uansmnsm PARTMENT OF THL INTIE muu FOR NPS USE ONLY
’ NATIONAL PARK SERV!CE ) .
RECEIVED

IATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM ~ DATEENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 3

the historic area. The new bulldlngs in the ‘1830 business dlstrlct around

Washington Square, although slightly larger in scale do ‘not disrupt the whole
to a very great degree.
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STATEMENT OF SIGN(FICANCE .
Newport, Rhode IS1and provides unique- archltectural herltage in the many -
colonial structures which have survived. 'In addition to the’ great numbers of
smaller more modest Houses, mansions of the wealthy merchants illustrate the
property which flourished in the years prior- to the Revolution. . Buildings -
-designed by Richard Munday, a noted local master carpenter and by Peter Harrison,

perhaps the most distinguished .and best qualified of colonial archltects, gave
Newport's Georgian public bu1ld1ngs a high rank among the most ‘advanced and -
academic in style of those built in the colonies.during the eighteenth century.
In addition to the many outstanding individual examples of Georgian design,
.scores of smaller dwellings line the streets of the old town; some well main-
tained and others rundown. None are-distinguished in design or detail but all
are harmonious in scale and materials. In mass, scale and texture, the physical
.evidence of Newport places it as near to the eighteenth century as to our own.

S ' © 7 HISTORY

" .Newport was founded in May 1639 by-a small band of men under the leadership of
.John Clarke and William Coddington, from Massachusetts. Early industries were
‘farming, fishing, and shipbuilding. By 1680 Newport had become a thriving
"seaport town of some 400 houses and had-a large-scale trade.with the middle and
_southern colonies, the West Indies,.and Europe. At the beginning of the

‘eighteenth century Rhode Island was more concerned than any other colonies with
.the African slave trace, and Newport became the chief New England slave center.
"Many fgrtqnes were amassed in the -slave trade. Fifty -or sixty Newport vessels
-"were engaged in this traffic and their owners were among the leading merchants
of the city so that by mid-century, Newport was.the most prospérous seaport on
.the eastern coast. .Craftsmen produced the best furniture, silver, pewter and i
clocks which were exported to other. colonles as well as prOV1d1ng comfort for :
the wealthy of the 01ty ) ) : .
By 1761 NewPort had 888 dwelling houses and 439 warehouses and stores._ Néwport's
“era of greatest prosperlty was from 1740 to 1775 and numerous surviving
‘structurcs date from these golden years. . : R i
“This: prosperous dcveloPment howaver, was completely undermined by the outbreak
‘of the"Revolution. On December ‘8, 1776, the British army, under General Henry

'jC11nton occupied Newport- and retalncd possession until October 25, 1779. The

u:city s.population declined’ £rom" 9,209 in 1774 to 5,229 by 1776. By 1784 it
“amounted’ to "only- 4000. Under ‘the pressure of “the Amerlcan blockade, house

“after house was torn down by the British to meet the need’ for firewood, untll
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some 480 buildings were Hestroyed' American troops reoccupied Newpoft on
October 26, 1779. .The French army arrlved at Newport on July 10 1780 and
remained there until June 1781. . .

With the coming oﬁfpeace, Newport 5° former trade failed to revive, and not until
" the first decade of the nineteenth -century did the city slowly begin to recover
from the effects of thé Revolution. This revival was checked, and the city fell
into another decline as a result of the Embargo Acts of 1807 and 1809, and the
War of 1812. From 1815 to 1828 Newport remained in a state of suspended
- animation and it was not until the 1830's that the city again began to prosper.

This time its growth was as a summer resort and not as a port, a character1st1c
still. true today . . .
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" remarkable.

. to its intersection with Warner Street, then northeast along ‘thé rear property

" the north edge of Tanner to Oak Street, then southeast along ‘the rear property

" on the east of Mount Vernon to Sherman Street, then southeast along the rear

. along the eastern edge of Touro Street following as it turns South and becomes

- then south along the east edge of Third Street of Marsh Street, then west along
“the north edge of Marsh Street to Washanton Street then north along the west

The historic buildings are largely concentrated near the waterfront and located
-within the eighteenth century limits of the town. Part of the harbor waterfront - .
lias been the target of extensive demolition’ progects for urban renewal and is- o
not included in the district boundary. The overall unity of the rest of the . :
area up to the northern border and the more recent commercial development.is . o
The landmark boundary has.been drawn to include almost all of the . i
documented historic structures while excluding -all major modern commercial :
development. The boundary Begins at the point where Van Zandt Avenue ends at
Newport Harbor, following east along the south edge of Van Zandt to its inter-
section with Farewell Street, then south along the west edge of Farewell Street

aare e

pore

lines of buildings on the north side of Warner Street to its intersection ‘with'
Spruce, then southeast along the rear property lines of buildings on the cast
side of Spiuce Streét to West Broadway -or. Tanner Street, then'southwest along

lines of buildings -on the east side of Qak to Broadway, then southwest along the
north edge of Broadway to Bull Street then southeast along the east edge of
Bull.StTeet to Mount Vernon Street, then southwest along the rear of properties

Yy

of properties on the north of Sherman Street to Whitfield Place, ‘then southWest_ ]
along the northwest edge of Whitfield Place to Touro Street, then southeast . 3

Bellevue Avenue to Redwood Street, then following east” along ‘the south edge of
Redwood along the property line of the Redwood Library turning south along its
east boundary to Old Beach Road then west along the northern edge of 0ld Beach .
Road back to Bellevue Avenue, continuing south along the east edge of Bellevue « SR
to William Street, then west along the south edge of William Street to its . .k,.—, :
end, at Thomas Street, then south along the east edge of Thomas Street following Cos
as it turns west to- become Golden Hill Road, continuing west along the north e
edge of Golden Hill to Spring Street then south along the west edge of Spring S
Street to Pope Street, then west along the north edge of Pope Street to Thames
Street, then north along the west edge of Thames Street to- the Brick -Market,
continuing west, north and cast around the Brick Market to include it w1th1n
the district, then north again along the west edge of Thames Street to
Marlborough Street then west along the north edge of Marlborough Street to
Frank Corridon Street, then north along the east edge of Corridon Street to
Bridge Street, then west alongthe south edge of Bridge Street to Third Street,

edge of Washington Street, to - -the southern property- ‘line of the park between

‘Elm and Bridge Streets; - then west along this line to- NCWport Harbor, then north
along the shore of the harbor to the p01nt of beglnnlng, -as 1nd1catcd by the
reen llne on. sketch map A. 7 .. .
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Description

The Newport National Historic Landmark (NHL) District is a dense,
waterfront urban concentration of over 1,400 residential, commercial,
institutional, and public buildings, along with historic designed park and
buryving ground landscapes, constructed between the 1670s and the early
twentieth century. The district forms the core of the historic maritime
town of Newport and the city's present-day downtown. It contains three
distinct subsections: the largely residential Point section north of the
harbor, bordered by Van Zandt Avenue on the north and Farewell Street on
the east; the West Broadway area, encompassing the major commercial spine
along Broadway and its residential side streets, bordered by Warner and
Kingston Avenues and Broadway; and the Hill, rising from the harbor
eastward to Bellevue Avenue, from Washington Square south to Pope Street,
historically known as Mile's End. Washington Sguare, formerly known as the
Mall or Parade, is the geographic and symbolic center, the heart of early
settlement, civic, and mercantile activities and the pivotal hub linking
the district's neighborhoods.

The district's character is that of a highly distinctive and well
preserved colonial city with an overlay of later nineteenth- through early
twentieth-century development. The colonial seaport city is defined by an
outstanding collection of nearly 300 surviving seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century buildings and by an irregular grid pattern of streets which was
established in the eighteenth century. The presence of several hundred
nineteenth~century buildings attests to the city's new era of growth as a
summer resort and naval operations center from about 1840 into the early
twentieth century, when infill construction occurred in conjunction with
the erection of fashionable mansions and a major naval base outside the
town center. Contained within the district are singular examples of
colonial and nineteenth-century public and domestic architecture
representing the work of important period architects and builders, numerous
exemplary high-style buildings, and, of equal importance, rows of small
vernacular houses and shops. Buildings are predominantly of wood-frame
construction with gable, gambrel, hip, or mansard roofs and clapboard or
shingle sheathing, of one to three stories in height, and are set either
close to or exactly at the sidewalk line on small lots. The handful of
brick and stone buildings tend to be non-domestic. A variety of
outbuildings, fences, lot landscaping treatments, walkway paving materials,
and small public open spaces help complete the tight weave of texture which
characterizes the streetscapes.
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The major changes within the district in the twentieth century have
been associated with highway projects and urban renewal from the 1850s
through the 1970s and are concentrated along Thames Street and Broadway.
The waterfront and wharf areas west of Thames Street and south of Marsh
Street are excluded from the district due to demolition and relocation of
historic buildings, the construction of new buildings, and the introduction
of America's Cup Boulevard. While the impact of these activities is
undeniable, the effects are concentrated near the district's edges and
modern intrusions within the district are few. Substantial numbers of
buildings in the waterfront areas and throughout the district have been
restored through the efforts of private individuals, organizations, and the
city government. Those buildings that were moved and preserved on new
sites within the district continue a well documented tradition of at least
200 years in Newport. The district contains 1332 buildings, structures,
and sites which contribute to its historic and architectural significance
as an a colonial seaport and 19th- and early 20th-century resort community.

Newport is located at the southern end of Aquidneck Island, the
largest island in Narragansett Bay, and sits at the entrance to the bay.
The protected natural harbor on the western shore and the island's fertile
soils and abundant forest resources provided important amenities for early
settlement in the seventeenth century. Initial settlement in 1639 focussed
on the area around Washington Square and the waterfront to the south. The
town's streets grew organically in response to convenience, topography, and
land grant boundaries rather than a formalized plan. Over the next half
century, a wide swath of land bounded by present-day Broadway, Washington
Square, Marlborough Street, and West Broadway was set aside as the "Great
Common." 1Its northwest edge followed a stream that ran along West Broadway
and Marlborough Street to the vicinity of the first wharf, Marlborough
Wharf. At the east end of the common was the town spring at the base of
Griffin (now Touro) Street, which lead up the hill to Jews Street (now
Bellevue Avenue). The primary north-south streets, Thames Street along the
water edge and Spring Street to the east, as well as several connecting
cross streets, were laid out.

By 1680, the town had over 400 houses, and the central section covered
at least a mile in length by 1712, with ongoing wharf construction along
the shore edge outside the present district. Construction of merchants',
artisans', and craftsmens' houses and wharves on Easton's Point occurred in
the first half of the eighteenth century following a more regular grid plan
of streets and house lots. This basic framework of the town plan, begun by
1640, was in place by 1758, as recorded in a detailed manuscript map drawn
by the Reverend Ezra Stiles (original at Redwood Library; reproduced in
























































































































































































































